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PREFACE TO VOL. IL. 


URING the hundred years between 1650 and 1750, no form of music 

was more in vogue than that of the “Duetti da Camera,’ a 
counterpart to the “ Cantata a voce sola,” to which solo singing, apart from 
the opera and the church, was mainly confined. The “cantatas” were 
generally what we should now call dramatic monologues, or scenas that 
might have formed part of operas. The form endured, with very slight 
modifications, down to the days of Mendelssohn, whose “Infelice!” may be 
considered as the last classical instance of the form. The cantata was almost 
always in several movements, divided by recitatives. The typical “duetto da 
camera” was often designed on the same plan, but a good many of the 
examples here collected are complete and independent compositions, not 


extracts from larger works. 


I.---The earliest specimen here given is by Alessandro Stradella (c. 1645- 
c. 1681), and is taken from a MS. in the Royal College of Music. 


II. The Abbate Agostino Steffani (1655-1730) wrote an enormous 
amount of duets, MS. copies of which were circulated in such abundance as to 
show that his work must have been exceedingly popular. ‘ Nò, nò, nò, mai 
nol. diro” is No. xii. of the duets in ‘Add. MSS--5330%inithe British 
Museum. It is a curiously early and very fine example of the effect of cross 


accent in triple time. 


> 


III-The little duettino, “Sia pur sonno di morte,” by Alessandro 
Scarlatti (1659-1730) is in a MS: containing many fine solo cantatas by the 
same composer, in the possession of Lady Frances Legge, by whose kind 
permission it is here inserted. ‘The fact that its words are in-complete as 
they stand, no doubt indicates that it is part of a larger composition; but 
in the MS. it occurs as it is here given, and its strange and solemn pathos 


makes any apoloevy for its inclusion unnecessary. 
y ap y 


IV.—-The three books of duets and trios of Giovanni Carlo Maria Clari 
(1669-1745) afford an early use of the misuse of the name “ madrigal,” for in 
all three volumes that word is applied to these compositions, perhaps to 
indicate that their style is more or less severe. ‘Quando col mio s'incontra” 
was published in 1740, and is the second piece in the first book. It is one of 
the duets reprinted by Chrysander among the ‘supplements” to his edition of 
Handel, for that great master laid Claris duets under contribution in 


The Messiab and elsewhere, this particular one in the overture to Teodora. 


V.—-«Il Musico Ignorante,” first published in 1745, the year of the 
composer's death, as the second piece in his third book, is a companion piece to 
the “ Soldato Poltrone” in the same collection, and is no doubt intended to be 
performed more or less in character. One is reminded of M. Jourdain and the 
Maître de Musique by the enraptured utterances of the ignorant pupil. The 
affectations of singers, whether teachers or learners, have changed so little in 


the last 150 years that the satire is almost as cutting as it was. 


VI.—“ L'Ape e la Serpe” is the third of the twelve “duetti da camera” 
published at Bologna by Padre Giambattista Martini (1706-1784). 


All the duets in this volume are without more accompaniment than the 
bass line, and without marks of expression of any kind. I have added these 
latter, and directions as to pace, etc., without authority. In music of this 
period, the appoggiatura and similar ornaments are of constant occurrence; 
their significance is so very generally misunderstood by modern musicians, no 
two of them seem able in ordinary circumstances to agree upon their interpre- 
tation, that I have written them out in notes of the ordinary value, according to 


the rules which governed them at the time the duets were written. 


The accentuation of the Italian words occasionally differs from that which 
a modern composer would approve; but in no case must it be altered, as it 


is characteristic of the period. 


J. A. FULLER MAITLAND. 
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Words by 
(R. G. Legge) 
(Ben Jonson) 
(S. Ffoulkes) 
(from Heine) 


Invocation. AP, Bb, C 
Slow, slow, fresh fount 

A Minstrel Song. EP, F,G 
Sea hath its pearls. Eb, F 
Fair is my love. F,G, BÈ ... (Elizabethan) 
My father’s close. Eb,G ... 3° (Rossetti) 

My love shail be the tender flower. Eb, A» (Maud Barton).. 
A Lullaby. EP, F (J. P. Dalton) 

A Lament. G min, Ri min. (J. W. Riley) 
Heart's Homage. ED, F (M. C. Gillington) 
Bluebell-time 

The Dandelion pra 
When Lovers Meet 
When Daylight Dies 


(Anonymous) 


(Thomas Moore) 


Gifts e Sar Do ..- (James Thomson) 
Full Fathom Five ... } 
lt was a lover and his lass PREDE 
When icicles hang by the wall (Shakespeare) 
Springs Copa 

hl 
Springs Rest (IND) 
Spring's Holiday (Uhland) 
In beauty moulded. D, F. (P. J. O'Reilly) 


When we two parted (Lord Byron) 

It is not that | lova you less (Edmund Waller) 
When | thy singing next shall heare. D, F (Herrick) 

My Sweet Sweeting : : (Anonymous) 
There be none of Beauty's daughters (Lord Byron) 
Phillis the fair (Robert Burns) 
A Lament . (Sir Thomas Wyat) 
My Sweet SWastino, 

Near Avalon 

A Song of Lyonesse. F, Go 
Evensong. D,F 
Foreboding. Db. Eb 

Saint Crispin’s Day 5 
Enchanted Wood, F min, A min. 


(William Morris) 
(Thomas Hardy) 
(Thomas Hardy) 
(Thomas Hardy) 
(Shakespeare) 
(Myrrha Bantock) 








. (Constance Farmer) .. 


... (Penuel Grant Ross) ... 


. (XVI. Century Anon.) ... 





Music by 
Raymond Ròze 
Edgar L. Bainton 
Sydney Ffoulkes 
Edward C. Bairstow 
Raymond Réze 
Harry Farjeon 
Harry Farjeon 
York Bowen 
York Bowen 
Florian Pascal 
Ruby Holiand 
»s Thomas F. Dunhill 
Richard Walthew 
Richard Walthew 
Edgar L. Bainton 


Ernest Walker 
Ernest Walker 
Ernest Walker 


Ernest Walker 
Arthur Sanford 
Peter Nash 

Peter Nash 

Peter Nash 

... A, Herbert Brewer 
Donald Francis Tovey 
Ernest Walker 
Juiius Harrison 
Julius Harrison 
Julius Harrison 

».» Rutland Boughion 
... Rutland Boughton 
.. Rutland Boughton 
. Rutiand Boughton 
Granville Bantock 
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